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WELCOME TO OOPSLA/ECOOP 90

On behalf of the QOPSLA-ECOOP '90 conference committee, we would like to welcome
you to the first joint conference between OOPSLA and ECOOP.

Five years ago, OOPSLA was organized to create an annual North American forum for
researchers and practitioners interested in the object-oriented paradigm. The
conference continues to be a unique meeting place for those interested in both research
and experience.

Four years ago ECOOP was organized to structure object-oriented activities taking place
in European countries by providing a European forum for theorists and practitioners
interested in the object-oriented paradigm. The ECOOP tradition is to move the
conference location each year from one country to another:

ECOOP '87 was held in Paris organized by AFCET,

ECOOP ‘88 in Oslo organized by DND,

ECOOP '89 in Nottingham organized on behalf of the BCS, and
ECOOP ‘91 is scheduled in Geneva.

The aims of this year's conference are two-fold: first, to join and share the American and
European experiences in the development of object-oriented technology, and secondly, to
increase the quality of the technical program. The former is realized by the tutorials,
workshops, panels, and exhibits, while the latter was obtained by selecting only 29 papers
of the nearly 200 submitted.

The success of such an international conference is due to the dedication of the members of
various committees. We thank the reviewers and program committee members for
reviewing and selecting the papers contained herein. Despite the size and popularity of
the conference, both ECOOP and OOPSLA have been assembled year after yearby a
small group of volunteers. We extend our thanks to the members of the conference
committee, who gave up their personal time to carry out their responsibilities.

ACM and SIGPLAN have continued to provide support to the conference. We greatly
appreciate the operations and support provided by the ACM conference staff, and
continued sponsorship and distribution of the proceedings by SIGPLAN.

The committee members also wish to thank their employers and sponsors for support of
these conference activities. We want to express our special appreciation to Norm
Meyrowitz, who has served for five years as OOPSLA proceedings editor.

Finally, we thank the attendees and hope that you enjoy the conference and proceedings.

David Thomas and Pierre Cointe, Conference Co-Chairs, OOPSLA/ECOOP '90
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THE OOPSLA/ECOOP '90 PROGRAM

Object-orientation has reached maturity. Virtually all areas of software science and
technology have now recognized its significance and effectiveness. Even the Cobol
community, one of the most conservative software communities, is now engagedin
designing object-oriented Cobol languages.

The maturity made it possible to hold this first joint conference. We had 194
submissions and only 29 papers were selected, making it the largest and most
competitive conference in the histories of ECOOP and OOPSLA. This does not
imply that the quality of submissions declined. To the contrary, the program
committee undertook the most difficult and unpleasant task to find the demarcation
line between inclusion and exclusion. A very large group of high-quality papers, which
are mutually indistinguishable in originality and significance, had to be collectively
turned down due to the space and time limitation of the conference program.

Nevertheless, the program committee believes that the technical program faithfully
reflects the current state-of-the art in object-oriented programming, systems,
languages and applications. And we also hope that the papers included in this
proceedings will suggest the future direction of research and practice.

I would like to thank the Program Commitiee members and all the other referees.

Without their volunteered efforts, this successful program would have never been
created.

Akinori Yonezawa

OOPSLA/ECOOP ‘90 Program Chair
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